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Science education program aiming to take the first step together with children:
Nagoya University Museum Science Academy 2024
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Nagoya University Museum Student Staff Organization, “MusaForum”
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Graduate School of Humanities, Nagoya University, Furo-cho, Chikusa, Nagoya, 464-8601, Japan
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Nagoya University Museum, Nagoya University, Furo-cho, Chikusa, Nagoya, 464-8601, Japan
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Abstract

In the academic year of 2023, the Nagoya University Museum and the students-operated organization MusaForum
launched a new membership-based program called the “Nagoya University Museum Science Academy.” This program was
developed as part of the activities of the Nagoya University COI-NEXT HENKAN Co-Creation Hub ", aiming to provide
science experiential activities that stimulate the unknown interests and curiosities of children in the 4th to 9th grades. Based

on the theme “Transitioning from Consumption to HENKAN"" set forth by this research hub, the program addressing var-
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*3 About HENKAN: Aiming to shift the conventional paradigm of “production” to “circulation,” the goal is to empower citizens to
become producers themselves by transforming discarded resources and energy into usable ones through “circular transformation.”
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ious issues related to resources, gases, electricity, and heat was devised and implemented. The results of the 2023 program
suggest that it increased children’s interest in science, heightened their awareness of resources, and enhanced their motiva-
tion to engage with aspects of daily life. In 2024, building on these outcomes, the program was designed to further encour-
age dialogue among children. Survey results indicated that this approach enabled deeper reflections based on their interest
in science and acquired knowledge. By providing opportunities for children to think independently and exchange ideas with

others, the program fostered new insights and interests, creating connections to real-world applications.
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