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The Development of Sosaku Hanga (modern woodblock prints)
in Korea during the period of Japanese colonization—Part5:
on the publication of a woodblock print magazine ‘Shumi’
by Kanji Kiyonaga in Pusan, and his network of Japanese hobbyists
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Abstract

This paper reported the development in light of the political climate at the time of the Sosaku Hanga magazine ‘Shumi’
which was issued by Kanji Kiyonaga (1896-1971) in Pusan, and the network of hobbyists formed around him. Kiyonaga
dispersed the use of woodblock prints to his colleagues through his local toy’s fellowship journal. He also personally
solidified the network of woodblock artists in mainland Japan through creation of Sosaku Hanga. In this way, he realized
the publication of ‘Shumi’ with the support of the network of hobbyists in the wartime regime. But the activities by
Kiyonaga and his associates were not focused on the dissemination of the Sosaku Hanga in colonial Korea; they were from

cooperative efforts to promote local toys.
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