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[Mongolia the great — A celebration of Mongolia and its people —|
<Objectives>
+ To introduce the nature, history and culture of Mongolia
+ To show the relationship between Japan and Mongolia from Chingiss Khaan’s age to the
present
+ To show the research on Mongolia in Nagoya University
+ To show the current Japanese involvement with Mongolia

<Target Audience>
+ Current members of the University
+ The general public

+ Mongolians in Japan

<Storyline>

Mongolia is a country that is largely unknown in Japan, but which has a long and fascinating
history of cultural traditions that have grown up within the country’s unique range of landscape
types. But Mongolia is also very much a country of the modern world where life is developing
rapidly and people are adapting to the requirements of Mongolia’s place on the international
scene.

Showing the ‘true Mongolia’ at Nagoya University, which is much involved in Mongolian
study in a wide range of fields (e.g. geology, law, social system, culture, modern history, medicine)
with various kinds of exhibits will inform the public about the life and times of this remarkable
country.

<Exhibition components>

The exhibition is divided into two parts

1. Mongolian land and natural riches. Discovery, education and exploitation. Nagoya University is
helping the Mongolian people find and use their resources in a responsible and sustainable way.
To be exhibited on the second floor of the Museum.

2. Mongolian people, their history and culture. To be exhibited in a ger outside the NUM. There

will be an associated programme of events.

Part 1

Part 1 of the exhibition will consist of a number of self-contained ‘corners’, each exhibiting a
different topic. The layout of the corners will follow a consistent plan with, on the left side, a 1m
square photographic image representing one aspect of life or landscape in Mongolia and on the
right hand side, specimen(s). Both the photograph and the specimens will have small text panels
beneath them to caption.

Each corner will introduce an aspect of the Mongolian natural environment and will focus on
how Japanese research, education and assistance are helping the Mongolian people develop and
care for their environment while allowing sustainable exploitation.
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<Corners>

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Introduction: Mongolia today

+ Mongolia is an amazing, but little known country

+ Rich and varied natural environment

+ Great economic resources

+ Fast-developing urban life

+ Critical need for external help in responsible and sustainable exploitation
+ Japan, especially Nagoya University is researching, educating, advising

Natural environment

Fauna, flora and geology — general description. Climate
+ Forest

+ Desert

+ Mountains

+ Steppe

+ Conservation depends on awareness

The Gobi desert

+ Huge size

+ Extreme climate
+ Mineral resources

+ Palaeontology

Exploitation of resources

+ Discovery of huge mineral resources across the country

+ Mongolia needs economic development

+ Problems arising from shift of population to the city

+ Great potential because of worldwide demand for its resources

+ History of development elsewhere shows danger of irresponsible exploitation
+ Requirement for assistance with education, legal knowledge

+ Field research centre

Recent geological discoveries 1. Vast ocean

+ Previous resistance to plate tectonics has now been overcome allowing new research in a key
area for Asian tectonics

+ Work of Japanese research teams

+ Previous theoretical work proposed the existence of a Mongol-Okhotsuk ocean between the
Siberian and North China cratons

+ Field work has now produced evidence to confirm this supposition

Recent geological discoveries 2. Break-up of Eurasia

+ The small Amurian tectonic plate covers NE China, Korea, W Japan and the Russian
Primorskii

+ The Amurian plate is rotating anticlockwise

+ The adjoining the Eurasian plate is separated by the Baikal Rift Zone which is widening by
2 c¢m per year

+ At the southern extension of the Baikal Rift Zone in Mongolia, Cenozoic volcanic spots are
exposed

— 185 —



+ Where once continents collided, they are now spreading

7. Nagoya University’s work in Mongolia
+ Mongolian students at NU
+ Alumni return to Mongolia to educate and research
+ Field Research Centre at MUST
+ Japanese law research and education centre at MNU
+ Formal agreements between Mongolia and Japan covering future research and education

8. Ikari-shi — a historical conundrum
+ Large blocks of granite found in the sea off Nagasaki. What is their origin?
+ 1275 — Mongolian invasion of Japan. Ships sunk by storm before arrival
+ Ikari-shi were thei r anchors, but where did they come from and so where was the centre of
naval engineering — Korea or China?
+ Granite investigated at NU; age and petrography match deposits in China (Quanzhou,
Fujian Province).

Part 2
+ Mongolian culture and history —
+ Japanese contributions to Mongolia —social reform, development, economic assistance,
human resources —
+ Current social system in Mongolia
+ Similarities between Mongolia and Japan —culture, religion, language
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Mongolia’s profile in Japan has risen in recent years due to the success of a number of
Mongolian sumo wrestlers, but how well do Japanese people really know Mongolia? Mongolians
take an interest in Japan in a way that many Japanese people might find surprising.

The great Mongol Empire once covered more than half of Eurasia, but there was one country
in East Asia it could not conquer — Japan. The clan of the great Mongolian hero Genghis Khan
was unable to claim victory over Japan, but that country is now home to Mongolians who have
defeated a series of top Japanese wrestlers.

In recent years, Mongolia has been under threat of grave environmental damage due to its
rapid development. Japan, which has tackled environmental problems in the past as it sees further
economic success, is held in very high regard in Mongolia. Recently, senior Mongolian officials
have said that they would like Japan to play a role in developing Mongolia and that they have high
hopes for following Japan’s lead in the use of environmental technologies. For Mongolians, Japan is
a mysterious country, close at hand yet far away, and a nation they aspire to emulate.

Mongolians are a rare people who treasure their traditional nomadic steppe lifestyle. However,
the specter of globalization looms over the country, and they now find themselves between the
two poles of tradition and Westernization. In the 1990s, Mongolia switched from socialism
to capitalism, but the rapid reform that this has meant has placed a strain on the country’s
government, economy, social structure, environment and more.

What can we, as fellow Asians, do for Mongolia?

Nagoya University has taken a lead in deepening the relationship with Mongolia by setting up
a Field Research Center and a Research and Education Center for Japanese Law in Ulan Bator.

This year Nagoya University Museum presents a picture of present day Mongolia in two
exhibitions that highlight the research and educational contribution of Nagoya University to
Mongolia. The first “Nature, mineral resources, modernization and environmental pollution at
Mongolia runs from 17 March to 21 June. The second “Mongolian tradition and culture is at the
Museum from 26 June to 31 August.
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Exhibition: Mongolia the Great — A Celebration of the Nation and its People
Part I: The Natural Environment, Mineral Resources, Modernization and Environmental
Issues in Mongolia

Mongolia is blessed with an outstanding natural environment characterized by lush greenery
in the rugged north, vast expanses of desolate desert in the south and mountains towering as
high as 3,000 meters in the west. The Mongolian people cherish and respect the nation’s natural
surroundings while living in harmony with them. The country’s environment can be stunningly
beautiful, but can also be bitterly harsh. The temperature in the Gobi Desert, for instance, soars
above 40°C in summer and plummets to below —40°C in winter.

Mongolia has drawn international attention not only for its scenic beauty but also for its
wealth of natural resources. The nation has forged ahead with resource development, and
foreign capital has put Mongolia on a course of rapid economic progress. However, contrary to
the country’s previous situation in which people were uniformly poor, this new-found prosperity
has created an economic gulf between the haves and the have-nots, and threatens the natural
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environment that Mongolians have traditionally held so dear. People from rural areas have
migrated to cities in search of work, and urban problems such as inadequate infrastructure, air
pollution and traffic jams have grown more severe.

This exhibition looks at the natural environment, mineral resources, modernization and
environmental problems in Mongolia, presenting the country as it is today and introducing
related initiatives being implemented by Nagoya University. It is our hope that the event will

prompt visitors to consider the relationship between Japan and Mongolia.
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The Mongolian Landscape

Mongolia is blessed with a rich and varied natural environment. Coniferous forests spread
throughout its northern part, while the south is a desolate, barren wilderness of rocks and dust
— the Gobi desert. Across its center lie rolling hills covered with short grass. In early summer,
livestock graze on the plains, and flowers grow in the mountain lowlands. The climate is extreme;
summers are hot and dry but Mongolian winters are extremely cold.
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Geological History of Asia: Mongolia holds the key
Part 1: searching for a missing ocean

Eurasia is a geological complex of smaller continental fragments (cratons) which moved
together through the Paleozoic to the Mesozoic eras. Before they joined, we assumed there must
have been a huge ocean, the Mongol-Okhotsuk Ocean, lying between the Siberian and North
China cratons, but until recently there has been no geological evidence for its existence.

Geological investigation in Mongolia, where the fossilized remains of the ocean could be
expected, was largely impossible for western researchers during the cold war. And because
Mongolia, under the influence of Russian science, never subscribed to the concept of Plate
Tectonics, it has been called the “largest geological blank area in revealing Earth’s history”. After
the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1990s, Mongolia open its doors to foreign ideas, capital and
research projects. Many Japanese research teams went to Mongolia to investigate this blank
in geological knowledge. In 2008, a team of experts from Nagoya University at last discovered
evidence of the ancient ocean and demonstrated how important Mongolia is in our understanding
of worldwide Plate Tectonics.
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2-1 Evidence of an Ancient Ocean
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detrital grains. Near land masses, detrital grains such as sand are transported by water currents
out to sea where they are deposited in sedimentary basins. So shallow-sea deposits contain
detrital grains from the land. Chert, with its absence of detrital grains, is therefore evidence of
formation in deep sea conditions, far from any continent.

The recent discovery of chert in Mongolia by a Nagoya University expedition is the first

evidence of an enormous ancient ocean that existed there in past geological times.
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2-2 An evidence of Continental collision

Have you ever seen such a huge crystal garnet?

Garnet is formed in conditions of very high pressure and temperature. When continents collide
due to the movement of tectonic plates, the earth’s crust is subjected to just the conditions of high
pressure and temperature needed to produce such crystals. So the existence of these garnets gives
us evidence of the history of the Eurasian continent.
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Geological History of Asia: Mongolia holds the key
Part 2: Continents breaking up

Within Eurasia, there is a small tectonic plate that covers northeast China, the Korean
Peninsula, west Japan and Primorskii krai in Russia. This Amurian plate is surrounded by
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others and the boundary between it and the larger Eurasian plate is known as the Baikal Rift
Zone. GPS survey data show that the rift zone is becoming wider by 2 c¢m every year, giving
evidence that the Eurasian continent is breaking up. What is more, the Amurian Plate is rotating
anticlockwise. Because it is spreading apart, the Baikal Rift Zone is a weak point in the Earth’s
crust and, where it passes though Mongolia, the pressure from below forms volcanic hot spots,
like pimples from deep in the earth.

Tectonic plates are constantly on the move. In places where continents collided in the past,
they are now spreading, and Mongolia is a superb geological laboratory where we can study this
process.
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3-1 <Trivia> Plate tectonics

Have you ever heard the words “Continental drifting” or “Plate”? A part of the oceanic plates
subduct beneath a continent. What do you imagine if the subduction is progressed on and on?
Another continent against side of the ocean will come on to collide and therefore amalgamate
with the continent of this side. The “Continental drifting and collision” is, like this, attributed to
the movement of the plates wrapping the Earth. The study about plate movement and continental
drifting from past to present is called “Plate tectonics.”
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3-2 Cenozoic volcanic rock
Although there is rarely volcanic activity

\ % = y

in the center of continental masses, in 6 Ev T CREll L Ko R (B o
Cenozoic times there was a volcano in the R A

western part of Mongolia, the center of the
Eurasian continent. As tectonic movements force continents to spread, the pressure from below
forms volcanic hot spots. This volcanic rock demonstrates the breaking-up of Eurasian continent.
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The ‘Gobi’: Mineral Resources and Dinosaurs

Gobi is a Mongolian word meaning “desert strewn with rocks.” This desert area, about 970
km wide and running for 1600 km east-west across the country is the fourth-largest desert in
the world. It is famous for its harsh climate with summer temperatures exceeding 45 degrees
despite its high latitude (about 43°N Lat., nearly same as that of Sapporo City, Hokkaido, Japan).
By contrast, the winter minimum temperature can be as low as 40 degrees below zero. The desert
is a very dry and barren landscape because wet air and rain clouds from the Indian Ocean are
blocked by the Himalaya Mountains. And strong dry winds sweep in during the spring, blowing
up the sands of the Gobi and creating massive sandstorms.

This huge, desolate, empty space looks like an alien landscape from a children’s movie, but in
fact it is far from being a wasteland The world is itching to get its hands on the abundant mineral
resources that lie below its surface.

Minerals are not the only things that lie beneath the Gobi Desert; it is also a globally
renowned site for dinosaur fossils. Millions of years ago, this apparently lifeless area was once
a paradise teeming with dinosaurs and other animals. Researchers from around the world find
themselves drawn to the Gobi Desert.

4-1 HIEDILA
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4-1 Fossils from the Gobi

The Gobi desert is a place famous for
its dinosaur fossils, but it also yields a
wide range of other fossils such as reptiles,
mammals, woods, etc. Researchers from all
over the world descend on the Gobi because of
its reputation for well-preserved fossils. Even
ancient flowers, which are rarely preserved o |
as fossils because they are so delicate, can be ‘
discovered there.
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42 FHRY> TEE (Tabulata corals)
MICRY 7 47—V (Tsagandeer, South Gobi province)
iR % (Early Devonian)
b B REEDAE TS (Nagoya University Museum)
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Resources and foreign money

Central Asia is an undeveloped treasure
trove of mineral resources which are in
great demand by industry across the globe.
In Mongolia, the government’s recent
‘open-door’ policy has encouraged western
investment and foreign companies are heavily
involved in mining and exploitation. But
such rapid development is causing many
serious problems such as environmental
degradation and human rights violations, so
legislation is required to control it. Moreover,
while the introduction of foreign capital has
promoted great economic growth, it has
also triggered a significant wealth gap in
Mongolia. The country is developing fast, but
the government has little past experience
of controlling in a complicated situation in
which many factors - resources, economics ,
law, environment, international politics — are

intricately intertwined. How can we support
this country in its aim to avoid a ‘state of B9 (k) Z—F—5 [HEMHEBPOFH € TN] —
gL ovw—] oor. (F) 77 A7 VIETRE

disorder and confusion’? s R T
W L7z VA DOER (B ¥ IIVRHAEA K .

Financial assistance, the dispatch of
experts, or capital investment in Mongolia can help in the short term. But educating future
generations of Mongolians, and developing their ability to solve their problems themselves is the
most effective long term solution. Nagoya University is working to promote such education by
setting up a series of Centers in Mongolia such as the Field Research Center and the Research
and Education Center for Japanese Law. These contribute with equipment, expertise and human
resources to the development both of natural and social sciences in Mongolia.
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5-1 Mineral resources of Mongolia

Central Asia is an undeveloped treasure trove of mineral resources which are in great
demand by industry across the globe. Rare Earth elements, which are particularly sought
after for electronics, can be expected there. As a matter of national policy, Japan’s Agency of
Natural Resources and Energy and the Japan Oil, Gas and Metals National Corporation handle
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Japanese exploration in Mongolia. Since Japan is poor in mineral resources, maintaining a good

relationship with Mongolia is an important diplomatic strategy for us.

52 7X—=Z1 I~ (Azurite)
MICENY U7 (Bayanzag, South Gobi province)

E ¥ INVEHEEFEMT R (Mongolian Univ. Sci. and Tech.)
HFOHWHBT X =74 P T, TlIEMIEaICHLT, 79y 7 vo LICENLEY. 7
SALED
A—=F4 MIE»PS, OB LTHEHINTEE LA HELE, TA—914 M olioalizl

NZLTY.
5-3 MEZ# (Antimonite)

M IEENY V%S (Bayanzag, South Gobi province)
E ¥ IIVEHEHMT R AT (Mongolian Univ. Sci. and Tech.)

LT A NVO—HE [T FEY] OdEELRHIATY.

5-4 E## (Native copper)
MICENY U7 (Bayanzag, South Gobi province)

E ¥ INVEHEEFEMT R (Mongolian Univ. Sci. and Tech.)

ST, WL (L SkEMED SR HMY)) HRERMRLTED 9%, Zhud [k

] &L TP SERLZLDTY.

5-5 #tE#kdL (Arsinopyrite)
B IR NY V7 (Mongon-Ondor deposit, Khentei province)

BV INVEHEHMN K FATE (Mongolian Univ. Sci. and Tech.)
CREHDPOLLLEWMTT. LD, tROEYw (Felg) ZzWr01fibhTnES. Hei
3R T, MEOTTE R TH LN TVE T, HefRid, BESLERA, I 2A0DORHL

L THWwWSRTWE L.

56 72+ 2f (Malachite)
MIYCENY %7 (Bayanzag, South Gobi province)

E ¥ INVEHEEFEMT RS (Mongolian Univ. Sci. and Tech.)
TA=F4 MERME, SEAICHBLTELEYT. 2V 701, FARBOEELTENLSMH

SHTVWET. BHEIL, 7 V% S Td oo B D 2 T

5-7 R (Galena)
MICENY V%7 (Bayanzag, South Gobi province)

E ¥ IIVEHEHMTR AT (Mongolian Univ. Sci. and Tech.)
SREMMEDN SR HHWT, SHOFEPATT. MEHIZLIEL, HORELPLAL LI Lo TW
9. kI, POMSRELE L DICHEMT A2 0L L, [ —MshsiR] 2L 3.
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5-8 FBi##H#L (Sphalerite)
FIARVERIZIVF A M (Erdenet Ovoo deposit, Orhon province)
T ¥ INVEHEHN K FATE (Mongolian Univ. Sci. and Tech.)
WS & Bk, BREA S ZIVEW T, WHOEEIATY. NHESRIICRILT XS VO—MTHL [F
V], (4 Y9al, [PV a] pEBEERTHET.

5-9 #R#A (Silver ore)
WINCET Ay b (Asgat, Zavkhan province)
E ¥ INVEHEEFEMT R (Mongolian Univ. Sci. and Tech.)

5-10 TUZF+1 ~ (Molybdenite)
BMICENY Y (Bayanzag, South Gobi province)
E v IR RS (Mongolian Univ. Sci. and Tech.)
EYVTTVERENORLHEWT, LT AI VO [€) 77 Y] OFEHIATY. Py 7
AT vE—HIZERTLZELDHNET. T/, LT A VOH [Lava] 2582 THHS
NTwEd. BV 7FVIREFICEHVZD, G LTI SICEbhTwE . £mE L
HLRTW2D, AWM ST ZRET At LTHfibhEd.

5-11 LERZT FEEIE (Lepidolite)
TNV~ T (Otgon, Zavhan province)
E ¥ INVEHEEFEMT R (Mongolian Univ. Sci. and Tech.)
LERNIA MIEFO—FT "V I T7TER LENET. LEFIA ML, LT A VO
(VFo L] 2% EAET. VF T AL, BICEBRAEES, &l LTCHwLNEIEDR, H
HWORA 2L 2HTHDRTVTT.

5-12 iRIEAELS (Mega-crystal of beryl)
PITNVIEF h TV (Otgon, Zavhan province)
E ¥ IIVEHEHAT R AT (Mongolian Univ. Sci. and Tech.)
L7 AZNVO—HE X)) T L] 2EGHWTY. [NXY )T L] L0 ILROAHNL, Z A%k
A (RUV) 28R SNZZEICHRLET. IEAD) BEHTELVW DR, 777~ ¥
RIAFVRELTEAEY ET. XYY T2, RIS I AV, T BEHE R SOk
wEME LTHwONRET.

5-13 ZETAELE (Mega-crystal of tourmaline)
FNAE VBRI NVT A~ (Erdenet, Orhon province)
E v INVRHEEEMT R (Mongolian Univ. Sci. and Tech.)
Mz B3 2 LELAZHOL720, [HEA] oz ong Lz, Bahr ok, #, &k #H,
% Bt RETHRAEBOLO8H), ZHTELVWDORFEHELRD 7.
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5-14 ZE#fF#L (Chalcopyrite)

I EENY VWS (Oyu Torgoi deposit, South Gobi province)
E ¥ IIVEHEHATR AT (Mongolian Univ. Sci. and Tech.)
WOV AEWEL T, WEMELS LD 9. HWHIE, WOTEHEATY.

515 Hv>HER (%x>T7X7>48) (Wolframite)
M ICENY S (Bayanzag, South Gobi province)
E ¥ IV R (Mongolian Univ. Sci. and Tech.)

LT RASNO—FE [5 2 TAT V] OFEHATY.

5-16 U >#A (Phosphate ore)

WINVBEF b T2 (Otgon, Zavhan province)

E ¥ IIVEHEHMT R AT (Mongolian Univ. Sci. and Tech.)
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Sustainable exploitation

Mongolia is a treasure trove of mineral
resources, whose development is being
promoted at a rapid pace to secure foreign

K10 a2—F—6 [FHRUELEE] OBRR. BEAT
DT FAF v 7R MVIE, FYITIVOFILMIED
MOAKEE (A BERFERFEFERBE IR LA
S T 78 2 )

currency. Improving the lives of the Mongolian people is important, and economic development
is an essential part of this goal. However, development and environmental destruction can be
opposite sides of the same coin. In order to help protect the natural treasure that is Mongolia, a
Nagoya University research team is carrying out environmental surveys in mining regions of the

country.
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6-1 “Ninja”

There are many illegal local miners in Mongolia. People call them minja' because of the green
plastic bowls they carry everywhere on their backs — it makes them look like characters from the
cartoon series "Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles."

Ninja miners use mercury to retrieve gold grains from river sand, and because their education
is lacking, they do not realize how poisonous mercury is to both animals and humans. Once they
have finished with the material contaminated with mercury, they casually dispose of it in rivers

or on grazing land and thus cause serious environmental pollution all over the country.
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6-2 Water sample from mining area of Mongolia

This sample was collected by Nagoya University staff from the Boroo mining area, Darhan
province. This is an area where mercury pollution associated with mining has been reported.
However, our research has shown that the water is clear of mercury but is instead contaminated
with high levels of arsenic. Nagoya’s research was the first to reveal arsenic pollution in this area
and demonstrates the importance of constant environmental monitoring.
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BEFAEOKTTT. YARIGEWVWIITDH, MbTICAoTuRhnk, EbHA L LEEHIRN
FHA. BEVINVOBEEEZTLH72DI21E, BOHMREM L ANVEZTFTiE R, EReRED BER
DTY.

6-3 Environmental research

This photograph shows environmental field research by Nagoya University. In order to take
appropriate samples the researcher must get into the water no matter how polluted it is. It is not
just know-how and technology that is required to protect Mongolian nature, but bravery as well!
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Modern Development: Opportunities and
Dangers

Today’s tide of modernization is fast
washing over Mongolia; fashionable buildings
line city streets on which traffic is brought
to a standstill by the abundance of Japanese
cars. Mobile phones are essential for urban
living, and the Blue Sky Tower — a symbol of
this modernity — rises from the center of the

city. Some people born and raised in Ulan

Bator are entirely unfamiliar with traditional 11 (F) 9—F—7 [®y TLOXAHE] o

Mongolian nomadic culture. wm. (F) a—F—8 [HBEEBER¥OT 7V 3
Over half of Mongolia’s population now Y1 ORIR. BETHE, AHERFEEEY TV
resides in Ulan Bator. Its suburbs are home HRA: & DFRRIBIETE, B L O ELHRIEH,

to migrants from distant regions, and noxious smoke from fires for heating and cooking hangs
over the center of the city. Air pollution caused by smoke presents a serious threat to Ulan Bator’s
residents. The Blue Sky Tower, just a kilometer away, sometimes disappears from view due to the
smoke. This is the light and dark of development.

The pace of change brings great challenges to the Mongolian government which is calling for
advice from Japan and other nations on how to reap the benefits of development for Mongolia,
while avoiding the dangers of environmental pollution caused by irresponsible and unsustainable
exploitation.

You can see more about how Mongolia is meeting this challenge in the third part of the

exhibition, upstairs.
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Ikari-ishi: A historical mystery solved
Many cubic blocks of granite, each more than 500 kg, lie on the bottom of the sea near
Takashima Island, Nagasaki, Japan. This is the place where an armada of Mongolian battleships

arrived in Japan during the ‘Mongolian aggression of Japan’ in 1275. The majority of the
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battleships were sunk by an unexpected storm and the rocks, called ‘Tkari-ishi,’ have been
assumed to be the parts of anchors of the then advanced high-tech superships of 40m class. But
where did these high-tech ships with such huge anchor stones come from and where was the
center of naval advanced engineering in those days. There are two possibilities: Korea and South
China.

Can we identify the origin of the Ikari-ishi? One of the keys is their age because the age of
granite exposed in Korea and south China is quite different. Granite from Korea can either be
around180 Ma or else younger than 95 Ma.

Research at Nagoya University revealed an isotopic age of 108x3Ma for the ‘Tkari-ishi’ which
clearly indicates that the ships were not from Korea but from China. And, in particular, the age
and petrography of the ‘Ikari-ishi’ coincides with those of the granite mass exposed at Shishi
or Quanzhou of Fujian, south China. At the time of the armada, Quanzhou was a trading city
known as a center of business and shipbuilding, so it seems likely that the superships were built
there.

9-1 AE>TN#FEE (The Great Mongol Empire) |
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9-2 Granite from Mongolia

Have you ever seen such strange-looking granite including green spots?

When you hear the word “granite”, you may well imagine a rock with a mosaic of white and
black minerals. But granite can appear in a wide variety of types depending on the conditions in
which it was formed. This specimen contains a great deal of the green mineral called amazonite,
whereas the granite attached to the 1/20 scale anchor model is completely free from such green
spots.

Studying rocks can give us evidence in a variety of branches of science, not only in geology but
also in archaeology, history and many other fields of research.
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Mongolian nomadic tent: Ger
This is a Ger — a type of portable tent
used by the country’s nomads. Traditional

| . B0 e s
Mongolian culture is centered around the [E&¢ . W !

ger. Ger have a wooden framework covered e ‘
with felt. Originally, their door always faces
south, and they include a ceremonial altar
at the front (on the north side). As a rule, the

area on the left upon entering a ger is used by 15 (B) #7574 MRl [ TVBERROT »

b7V oER. (F) ZFVONEEORT-.

men, and the right side is used by women. In
the center is a stove for preparing meals. Nomads usually built this tent up within 2 to 3 hours.
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1-1 Naadam

Mongolia has a popular traditional festival that all over the country is excited in summer,
called Naadam. In addition to the sumo, the competition also includes horse riding and archery
during this time. Mongolian sumo does not feature a wrestling ring. Victory is decided when a
wrestler’s head, back, elbow, knee or bottom touch the ground. As there is no ring, matches can
last for hours.
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1-2 Mongolian shepherds

About a half number of people is still living with traditional nomadic style of life in this
country. Mongolian shepherds tend five types of livestock: sheep, goats, cows, horses and camels.
Milking cows in Mongolia is today considered a job for women. At the height of the milking
season, cows are milked before being sent out to graze in the morning and again after coming

back in the evening.
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1-3 Tsagaan Sar 1 (Traditional New Year)

The timing of Mongolian New Year, Tsagaan Sar, is determined by the Kalacakra calendar
which originated in India and Tibet, and is one of the country’s major traditional events.

People dresses formally in a tribal clothes exchanging New Year’s greetings each others. The
youth putting out his arms to support those of his elder asks, “Amaru baina uu?” (Are you at
peace? = How are you), and the elder answers, “Mende” (I'm fine). “Chi amaru baina uu?” (How are

you?). The traditional New Year was also an occasion to herald the coming of spring.
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While away your time photo exhibition — Mongolia: Wonderland of surprises

To get across how things are in Mongolia today, and to help clarify thoughts and feelings in
Japan about how to get along with this country, the Nagoya University Museum is presenting
Mongolia the great: A celebration of Mongolia and its people. Here, connected with Mongolia the
great, as an individual Japanese person, I would like to express my own experience, surprise, and
feelings about Mongolia as I found it. In all things Mongolia is much less constrained than Japan.
People generally have no hang ups about being on time. They do not pay much attention to the
rules of the road. And, if they fail to keep a promise, they brush it off with "Oh. Sorry. I'm sorry,"
and leave it at that. It is a country where anyone who is used to living in Japan will probably feel
a buildup of frustration. Against this, the people tend not to lie or deceive. Everyone is honest and
hardworking. They are completely pure hearted and bashful. Mongolians have confidence in their
own history and identity. And above all, they are people who have wonderful smiling faces.

I would be delighted if, after seeing this photo exhibition, you think "I'd like to go and see
Mongolia for myself.”
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