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J. S. Kubary’s newly found proposals and opinions in 1882
submitted to The Museum, Tokyo
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The Nagoya University Museum, Chikusa-ku, Nagoya 464-8601, Japan

Abstract

John Stanislaw Kubary (1846—1896) was a German naturalist and ethnographer, born in Poland,
who lived a stormy and eventful life mainly in the West Pacific islands. He is known to have worked
for the Museum Goddefroy as a collector of natural and ethnographical specimens for about 10
years from 1869. According to his detailed biography written by Paszkowski (1971), Kubary stayed
in Japan for 4 months from April to August in 1882, working “for a while for the Museum at Yokohama
and later for the Tokyo Museum”. However, further information about his days in Japan has
remained unavailable. Recently, among the early documents kept in the Tokyo National Museum
(successor of The Museum, Tokyo), I happened to find his three Opinions (Japanese texts) submitted
to the Museum, Tokyo during his three months’ employment as a specialist in zoology there (from
the 1st of May to the end of July). The opinions include his comments and practical proposals to
improve museum activities for display, collection of materials, and exchange of scientific information
with foreign countries. The documents are significant not only because they represent the first
record of Kubary’s days in The Museum, Tokyo, but because they give some historical information
concerning details of museum activities in Japan in 1882. Thus, the entire text of the opinions are

reproduced, and brief notes and comments are given.
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