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The 2nd Special Display of the Nagoya University Museum
(From October 1 to November 3, 2003)

C. W. Hufeland and Japanese Medicine in Edo Period

The present display is based on Dr. Koichi MOORT’ s (1909-2002) medical
literature collection, recently donated to the Nagoya University Museum,
featuring a famous German professor of medicine, Dr. Christoph Wilhelm
HUFELAND (1762-1836).

During his career as a medical practitioner for more than 50 years, Dr.
MOORT was devoted to the book “Enchiridion medicum” , especially the
chapter entitled “Die Verhdltnisse des Arztes” on ethical and practical
guides for medical doctors, since he was much impressed by the Japanese
translation of the chapter when he was a medical college student. HUFELAND® s

guides still remain alive in modern Japan among humane persons.

The display focuses on how Japanese doctors and scholars encountered and
understood the then much advanced Western medical science and its
underlying philosophy of humanism towards the end of the Edo Era.

1. The book “lkai” , as ethical and practical guides for medical doctors
The book “Ikai” as a Japanese translation of “Die Verhidltnisse des
Arztes” by SUGTTA Seikei (1817-1859), published in 1849, and some important

sentences from the book.

2. Encounter with Westernmedicine and its mastering during the Edo Period
The book “Kaitai Shinsho” , as the first translation (with notes) of
Dutch scientific books, represents the beginning of “Rangaku” (studies

of Dutch and other Western languages, science, and technology).

3. HUFELAND and Japanese medicine towards the end of Edo Period

Life of HUFELAND with his portrait, the Japanese translations of his

“Enchiridion medicum” , and a woodblock for printing a page of the
translations are exhibited. Also shown are the lives of SUGITA Seikei, and
another talented scholar O0GATA Koan{1810-1863) with a copy of his

hand-writing of an abbreviated translation of the “Verhdltnisse” .

4. Beyond HUFELAND : “Informed consent” as a code of modern medical ethics

Avery early and primitive example of “informed consent” in Japan, shown

by a medical document of a surgery in 1847.
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