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The 4th NUM Special Exhibition with the Nagoya University Archives
(From April 8 to August 31, 2002)

Motoji Shibusawa and his role in the birth of
Nagoya Imperial University

The 4th Special Exhibition focuses on the birth of Nagoya Imperial University (now Nagoya
University) and covers the period from 1939 to 1946, when Dr. Motoji Shibusawa (1876-1975)
was the first president of the University.

Nagoya Imperial University was born in 1939, when Nagoya Medical College (founded in
1871) was re-organized into the School of Medicine and the School of Science and
Engineering. The latter was divided into the School of Science and the School of
Engineering in 1942. President Shibusawa dedicated himself to the establishment and
development of the University despite the difficult times of the so-called Fifteen Years' War
(1930-1945). The exhibition includes the following six features:

1. The Establishment of Nagoya Imperial University

Interesting newspaper articles of the time tell the story of the university’s foundation.
2. Higashiyama Campus - from past to present
Maps and photos illustrate different phases of the campus over 60 years.
3. The first commercial electron microscope in Japan
The original Hitachi HU-2 is exhibited, which was manufactured and put to practical use
for the first time in Japan. It was installed in 1942 at the School of Engineering and used over
many years. Photographs taken through this microscope for scientific publications are also
displayed.

4. How the University Survived World War 11

The University experienced various hardships during the Second World War (1941-1945).
Bombing damaged many of the buildings, laboratories and facilities were evacuated,
researches continued under severe conditions, and students were lost to military training. Old
photographs, hands-on copies as well as actual artifacts illustrate life during wartime.

5. The Life of Motoji Shibusawa

The personal history of the first president is displayed, together with some of his
belongings, hand-written manuscripts, calligraphy and photographs.

6. "Vertoro," a rectifier invented by a mathematician

Mr. Hitoshi Shiio (1895-1936), a professor of mathematics at the 8th High School
(antecedent of Nagoya University), invented and improved an AC/DC rectifier. The actual
machine which students used for experiments is exhibited. His model was manufactured

exclusively by a company in Nagoya from 1936 to 1968.
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