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Abstract 

We compiled an inclusive list ofDr. Albrecht von Roretz's collection of Japanese animals made 

during his period of stay (1874-1882) and now deposited in the Naturhistorisches Museum Wien 

mainly on the basis of catalogue information. The list shows that the collection consists of more 

than 1，450 individuals， ranging from sponges to mammals， classified into about 360 species. Included 

in the collection are many name-bearing types of nemerteans， polychaetes， echiurans， insects， 

myriapods， arachnids， branchiurans， holothurians， and ascidians. 

Introduction 

Dr. Albrecht von Roretz (1846-1884)， a medical doctor graduated from the University ofWien， 

came to J apan towards the end of 1874 as a “Consulats司Arzt"for the Austr・o-Hungarianembassy in 

East Asia， with an ardent hope to make a natural history survey of Japan (Tanaka， 1995; for his 
biographical studies see also Rabl and Ogata， 1984， Ogata， Rabl and Kurz， 1988， etc.). Early next 

year (in 1875)， he made a 4・monthtrip to the western part of Japanese Islands， whose records were 

published in 3 parts (Roretz， 1875， 1876a， 1876b). These records often concern his interest in and 

collections of plants and animals. 

Mterwards， he worked as a distinguished teacher and a practical doctor for medical schools and 

their associated hospitals in the cities of Nagoya， Kanazawa， and Yamagata till the summer of 

1882 when he left Japan for Austria. For this period， he made a great contribution to the establish幽

ment of modern medical system in Japan. During his stay in Yamagata， he spent his summer 

vacations by taking trips to various places in Japan， including Hokkaido and Kyushu Islands (Rabl 

and Ogata， 1984). Thus， it may well be supposed that his collection contains a lot of specimens from 

various localities covering the whole 4 main Japanese islands (Hokkaido， Honshu， Shikoku， and 

Kyushu Islands， when mentioning from north to southwest). 

When consu1ting the animal catalogues in the Naturhistorisches Museum Wien (NHMW)， we 

came to know that its preceding “Wiener Hofmuseum" registered repeatedly from 1875 to 1886 the 

specimens collected by Roretz in Japan mainly by purchase through a famous specimen merchant 

J. Erber， and rarely sold by Roretz himself， or even gifted by Roretz's wife Olga (Mrs. Olga von 

Jemchoujnikoff) after his sudden death (Table 1). And our general survey of the catalogues re-

vealed that Roretz's Japanese animal collection (simply as Roretz collection hereafter) consisted of 

more than 1，450 individuals (Table 1) ranging from sponges to mammals， classified into about 360 

species. Herein we give a list of them on the basis of catalogue information in a hope for detailed 

taxonomic and historical studies in the future. 
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