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River improvement works of the Takagi family, “Hatamoto-kohtaiyoriai”,
with the emphasis on the struggling against the head of
Kasamatsu government office, “Mino-gundai” .

AKIYAMA Masanori

Nagoya University Center for Chronological Research

Abstract

This paper describes the changes in the river improvement works of the Takagi family from the 18th to the 19th
century. The Takagi family was in some status called “Hatamoto-kohtaiyoriai”, which was the similar rank as the
feudal lord, “Daimyoh’. It, together with “Mino-gundai”, the head of Kasamatsu government office, worked the
river improvement of the Kiso, the Nagara and the Ibi. Since 1705, both the vassals of the Takagi family and the
subordinate officials of Kasamatsu government office had been inspecting these three rivers to maintain the banks
and to control the streams.

In 1760, however, the authority of the Takagi family was reduced drastically by the shogunate. It was behind the
incident that the Takagi family and “Mino-gundai” were struggling with each other for higher rank. The Takagi
family considered that “Mino-gundai” reduced the family’s authority with stratagem to rally from his inferior
position. Therefore the Takagi family conducted several activities to restore its authority. This case shows a
characteristic of the political society in the Edo era, and can be considered as an expression of the problems in the

bureaucracy which was organized by following the sosial status.
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